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Sustainability is the bottom line.

BICEP Network Members:

Adobe Systems, Inc.
Annie’s Inc.

Aspen Skiing Company
Autodesk, Inc.

Aveda

Ben & Jerry’s

Burton Snowboards
CA Technologies

Clif Bar & Company
Dignity Health

eBay Inc.

Eileen Fisher

Etsy, Inc.

Fetzer Vineyards

Gap Inc.

General Mills, Inc.
IKEA USA

JLL

KB Home

The Kellogg Company
Levi Strauss & Co.
LBrands

L'Oreal USA

Mars Incorporated
Nature’s Path Organics
Nestlé

New Belgium Brewing
Nike

The North Face
Outdoor Industry Association
Owens Corning
Patagonia

Portland Trail Blazers
Seventh Generation
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
Squaw Valley
Starbucks

Stonyfield Farm
Symantec Corporation
Timberland

Unilever

Vail Resorts

VF Corporation
Vulcan, Inc.

Worthen Industries

Companies listed in bold have
significant operations in North
Carolina

99 Chauncy Street, 6th Floor - Boston, MA 02111-1703 - 617-247-0700

December 22, 2017

Michael Abraczinskas, Director

Division of Air Quality

N.C. Department of Environmental Quality
217 West Jones Street

1641 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699

RE: Response to NC Volkswagen Settlement RFI
Dear Director Abraczinskas:

As a network of 45 major companies—many of whom have operations in North
Carolina—the Business for Innovative Climate and Energy Policy (BICEP) Network
applauds the state of North Carolina for designating an agency to develop a state
mitigation plan for use of the state’s anticipated $92 million in Volkswagen
settlement funds. These funds present an opportunity to have a measurable
impact on North Carolina’s air quality, carbon emissions, and economy by
catalyzing the transition to cleaner vehicles, vessels and public transit system. The
BICEP Network encourages the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to
propose a mitigation plan that unlocks the investment potential for clean
transportation.

BICEP Network members are working to reduce emissions in their own business
operations, and they support policies that help to accelerate the transition to a
clean, low-carbon economy. Accordingly, the Environmental Mitigation Trust
(EMT) funds should be used to support a fundamental market transformation that
will set North Carolina on a pathway toward significant long-term emissions
reductions in the transportation sector through the deployment of zero and near-
zero emission vehicles.

The Ceres BICEP Network respectfully offers the following recommendations:

1. We encourage the state of North Carolina to allocate the maximum amount
(15 percent) of EMT funds on charging infrastructure for electric vehicles (EVs).
In order to create a market in which EVs can thrive, it is essential to create a
network of EV charging infrastructure that is easily accessible for all. This fall, your
neighboring state of Virginia announced plans to designate the full 15 percent of
its EMT funding to establish an interconnected and statewide public EV charging
network. This decision will drive EV adoption, encourage innovation in EV
technology, facilitate public-private partnerships, and improve public health by
reducing oxides of nitrogen and carbon dioxide emissions.
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A recent report by Ceres and M.J. Bradley & Associates found that the benefits of increased investment in
EV charging infrastructure outweigh the costs by more than 3 to 1. North Carolina can tap into these
benefits by simultaneously adopting complementary policies beyond the maximum 15 percent EV
infrastructure allotment under EMT funds—for instance, encouraging new construction to take EV
infrastructure readiness into account, encouraging utility investment in EV infrastructure, and incentivizing
businesses to make more EV purchases.

2. We recommend that all-electric or hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) be prioritized across all
transportation classes, where feasible. If practicable, full reimbursement should be reserved for all-electric
or hydrogen fuel cell electric vessels/vehicles, rather than new diesel or other alternative fuel vehicles,
vessels or engines.

3. We strongly support prioritizing investment of the funds in communities disproportionately affected by
higher levels of pollution, non-attainment or maintenance areas, or designated Federal Class 1 areas.

We hope that North Carolina elects to maximize spending from the EMT funds for zero emission and near
zero emission vehicles. A swift transition to a cleaner transportation system would be beneficial to North
Carolina’s economy by reducing spending on petroleum-based fuels and fostering innovation, while
simultaneously enhancing public health through the reduction of air pollution.

On behalf of the Ceres BICEP Network, | appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

(D 5

Anne Kelly

Senior Director, Policy and BICEP Network (Business for Innovative Climate and Energy Policy)
Ceres

On behalf of the Ceres BICEP Network

The Ceres BICEP Network comprises influential companies advocating for stronger climate and clean energy
policies at the state and federal level in the U.S. As powerful champions of the accelerated transition to a
low-carbon economy, Ceres BICEP Network members have weighed in when it has mattered most. For more
information on the Ceres BICEP Network, visit www.ceres.orq/BICEP.

CC:
Governor Roy Cooper

99 Chauncy Street, 6th Floor - Boston, MA 02111-1703 - 617-247-0700 www.ceres.org



https://www.ceres.org/resources/reports/accelerating-investment-electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure
http://www.ceres.org/BICEP

CDFES

ENVIRONMENTAL = >

DEFENSE FUND"
Finding the ways that work

NC VW Settlement RFI
Via email: dag.NC VWGrants@ncdenr.gov

The Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) is pleased to provide comments to the Division of Air
Quality regarding the North Carolina’s Beneficiary Mitigation Plan under the Volkswagen (VW)
settlement.

We would first like to echo the North Carolina Electric Vehicle Working Group’s (NCEVWG)
recent recommendations to Governor Cooper “that North Carolina allocate the maximum
allowable amount (15%) of settlement funds for electric vehicle charging infrastructure and
installations” and “prioritize EVs for medium, heavy duty and buses for replacement with the
other 85% of the settlement funds because doing so will maximize both the local economic
impact and the reduction of NOx.”

However, we would like to expand upon those recommendations by requesting that there be
careful consideration and stakeholder engagement in the process of selecting where the electric
charging infrastructure investments are made throughout the state. Given that the City of
Raleigh was selected by Electrify America as one of 16 focus markets we would like to see a
priority put on distribution of the resources to include rural parts of the state and not an over
investment in the urban cores. It is imperative that the investment and resulting benefits be
available to as many of North Carolina’s residents as possible, including those who reside in the
rural communities many of which are served by the state’s many electric co-ops.

The opportunities the VW Mitigation Trust funding affords are vast with emissions reductions,
economic development, and job grow just scratching the surface. Already a leader in solar
development, North Carolina has an opportunity to set itself apart in the evolution of vehicle
electrification also, through the development of a strong Beneficiary Mitigation Plan.

To close I would like to offer EDF as a resource throughout the development of the Beneficiary
Mitigation Plan. We look forward to working with you.

Respectfully,

Dionne Delli-Gatti

Director Southest Clean Energy
Environmental Defense Fund

Ddelli@edf.org
4000 Westchase Boulevard T 919 881 2601 New York, NY / Austin, TX / Bentonville, AR / Boston, MA / Boulder, CO / Raleigh, NC
Suite 510 F 919 881 2607 Sacramento, CA / San Francisco, CA / Washington, DC / Beijing, China / La Paz, Mexico

Rak?igh, NC 27607 edf.org Totally chlorine free 100% post-consumer recycled paper


mailto:daq.NC_VWGrants@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Ddelli@edf.org

	Southern Environmental Law Center
	American Heart - Stroke Association
	Ceres



